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“Van Pelt is great for three reasons; wireless, the
café, and quiet rooms where our group can meet
and FOCUS.” — three ungraduates interviewed
on their way to a group study room inVan Pelt.

The HEART of the UNIVERSITY and ITS CHANGING BEAT

This issue of lvy Leaves looks at our continuing efforts to
transform the Library as a destination for research, study
and collaborative learning. This transformation began a
decade ago and continues today in the ongoing reinven-
tion of the Van Pelt-Dietrich Library Center and the
recent construction of a new Library for Veterinary
Medicine.

Our goal of making the physical Library a vital part of the
academic enterprise continues in the new year with plans
for the complete remodeling of the Library of the School
of Engineering and Applied Science. The School’s Dean,

Eduardo Glandt, and | share a vision for the Engineering
Library that complements the School’s aspirations for
undergraduate education and its distinguished research
programs in Nanotechnology, Bio-Engineering, and
Computer Science. To become a reality, the redesign of
the Engineering Library will require $4 million dollars, a
financial hurdle we can clear only with the support of
friends and alumni. | hope you enjoy the highlights
contained in this issue and consider becoming part of the
exciting transformation of Penn’s Libraries.

— Carton Rogers,Vice Provost & Director of Libraries

Devotion Illuminated, Scholarship Informed

With the generosity and guidance of Library Overseer, Lawrence J.
Schoenberg, Penn has established a faculty-reviewed program of
acquisitions in medieval

and Renaissance manu-

scripts. The first purchase

is a Book of Hours, use

of Rouen, ca. 1475; the

work has 24 small calendar

miniatures as well as 15

larger illustrations, like

the one shown here.

A New Pedigree
for Penn’s Veterinary Library

The Steven W. Atwood Library and

Information Commons has opened in

the School of Veterinary Medicine’s new
teaching and research building, the

Vernon and Shirley Hill Pavilion. The

Library’s namesake (V ’80) is seen here attendng a
patient in his clinic in Massachusetts.

The Atwood facility was designed to be fluid with the
rest of the building—so fluid that the Library was con-
structed without a door. A large second floor lounge
flows from the main staircase to the Library’s outer
perimeter, physically melding the library with sur-
rounding spaces in a manner that reflects the mingling
of information and research.

Atwood features group study rooms and long study
tables in the lounge area and within the library proper,
twelve computers, an electronic classroom with an
additional sixteen computers, lending laptops, and a
digital media laboratory.





